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 Because every child deserves a strong, loving family and 

the opportunity to succeed in school and life!  

Spring Celebrations! 

  Dear Graham Windham Friends, 

  
Fueled by your generosity - in all of its forms - we are 
creating more opportunity for healing, learning, growth and 
success with the children, youth and families we are 
privileged to serve.  Their extraordinary strength and 
courage, as they work with our incredible team to overcome 
some of the greatest challenges life can pose, inspire us each 
day.  
  
I hope you take a moment out of your busy day to reflect on 
the difference you make and enjoy the latest edition of our E-
newsletter dedicated to expressing our gratitude to you for 
your support and to celebrating the achievements of our kids 
and families! 

 

 

Our Leadership Council 

Celebration Dinner Raises $2M! 

Graham Windham Celebrates 

National Foster Care Month 
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Walter Dean Myers Delivers 

Inspirational Keynote at 

our Annual Meeting 

Viacommunity Day ROCKS our 

New Cornerstone After-School 

Center 

 

 On Tuesday, April 8th, Graham Windham honored Ed Skyler, Citi's 
Executive Vice President for Global Public Affairs, at our 
annual Leadership Council Celebration Dinner which was held at 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Our Chairman of the Board 
Georgia Wall and Board Members Fran Eigendorff, André Koester, 
Heather McVeigh, Jennifer Mackesy, and Jennifer Russo served as 
honorary co-chairs of the event that was generously underwritten 
by members of The Leadership Council. During this special 
evening, Chairman Wall announced the establishment of The 
Andrew Francis Makk Youth Opportunity Scholarship in memory of 
our dedicated and compassionate Board Member, Andrew Makk, 
and introduced the five inaugural winners. The aim of the 
Scholarship is to provide support to Graham Windham alumni who 
encounter financial hardships that would prevent them from 
continuing their higher education. Click here to read more about 
the recipients of the Andrew Makk Scholarship, the Mighty 
Medabots Robotics Team, and the Vintage Quality Dancers who 
performed at the event! 

 May is National Foster Care Month, a time to recognize that we 
each can play a part in enhancing the lives of children and youth in 
foster care. We celebrate the anchors in the lives of our young 
people whose steadfast love and commitment is propelling them to 
success in their lives, especially our foster parents and caregivers 
who ground our children in love and emotional security.  Click here 
to watch a recent "Wednesday's Child" segment, that aired on NBC 
New York, about one of our kids in foster care, Isaiah, who found 
happiness after being adopted into a loving forever family.  

 We also celebrated Viacommunity Day, a global day of service 
for Viacom employees. A group of very talented and enthusiastic 
volunteers from MTV and BET transformed a small storage room 
inside our Cornerstone After-School Center in Harlem into a deluxe 
recording studio for our kids. Click here to view photos from this 
amazing day of service. 
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 We ended the month on a high note.  Acclaimed author Walter 
Dean Myers who recently published a compelling Op-Ed in The New 
York Times entitled, "Where Are the People of Color in Children's 
Books?" was our special guest and keynote speaker at our Annual 
Meeting. Mr. Meyers addressed a room filled with Graham Windham 
board member, foster parents, students, friends, and staff, sharing 
his experience of growing up in foster care and of the vital role his 
foster parents played in his life, namely, teaching him how to read. 

Thank you once again for all you do for the children and families 
we serve.  I invite you to explore all of the ways you can get 
even more involved by following us on Twitter and Facebook or 
by giving us a call. 
  
Jess Dannhauser 
President and CEO 
212-529-6445 ext. 301  
  

            

  

About Us 

In full partnership with families and communities, Graham Windham strives to make a life-

altering difference with children, youth and families affected by abuse, neglect, and 

delinquency.  Our mission is to provide each child we serve with a safe, permanent, loving 

family and the opportunity to succeed in school and life.  Today, we provide child welfare, 

educational, vocational, youth development and other social service programs for New 

York City's neediest populations in the Bronx, Brooklyn, and Harlem, as well as at our 

residential campus and our K-12 Graham School located in Westchester County. Graham 

Windham is the nation's longest-serving child welfare agency and has been a leader in 

pioneering programs for over 208 years. 

  
 

  
  

  
Graham Windham 

33 Irving Place 

New York, New York 10003 

212-529-6445 ext. 301 

info@graham-windham.org  

www.graham-windham.org 
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